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Interpreter Services: Interpreter services are available to assist when recruiting a non-English speaking individual for inclusion in  a research protocol. Professional medical Interpreters serve an important role in assisting with communication during the informed consent process, but Ad hoc interpreters (e.g., family members, relatives, friends, bilingual strangers, other patients, or non-trained bilingual employees), and sight translations should never substitute the translated consent document.  Investigators need to contact Interpreter Services as soon as they anticipate a need for an interpreter by using the web interpreter request form at: http://web2.tch.harvard.edu/interpreter_svc/index.html
How to Request Translation of an Informed Consent?

Investigators are required to complete a request form and submit it to the Clinical Investigation office for consideration. 

http://web2.tch.harvard.edu/clinresearch/cci/forms/Translation.doc
Submission of a request does not guarantee that funds are available to translate the consent. The form will be reviewed and based on the information provided; a preliminary determination will be made as to whether it meets criteria to be translated. If the request is preliminarily accepted for translation, the Clinical Investigation Office will forward the consent document to interpreter services. An estimate of cost and time required to complete the translation will be provided.  The final cost and amount of time required to translate the consent will be communicated back to the Clinical Investigation office and a final determination will be made as to whether to proceed with the translation. The investigator will be notified.

You may contact Susan Kornetsky at 57052 if there are questions. 
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Funding for Translation of Research Informed Consent Documents





The Clinical Investigation office is pleased to announce that Children’s Hospital has made available 


limited funding for the translation of research informed consents into other languages. As many are


aware, the Committee on Clinical Investigation prohibits the exclusion of non-English speaking


individuals from research protocols unless there is a sufficient justification for the exclusion.  In 


particular, if a research protocol offers a potential for direct benefit that may only be available within 


the context of the research, the exclusion of non-English speaking individuals becomes ethically problematic. Investigators are obliged to consider the potential that study populations may include 


non-English speaking individuals and plan for this while developing the protocol. Investigators may 


need to translate informed consent documents. In addition they may require the assistance of an Interpreter during the informed consent process and when there are additional interactions with the subject. 





In order to ensure the inclusion of non-English speaking individuals in research, the following 


guidelines are provided.





Corporate Sponsored Research: When research is sponsored by a corporate entity, the


clinical trial agreement negotiated between the company and Children’s Hospital should 


include a provision for the sponsor to cover the costs of translating consents and other


 important research documents. This cost could be included as a line item within a 


budget or if there is uncertainty as to whether non-English speakers will be eligible, it may be included as a provision, if needed, in the agreement.





Federally Funded Research: When research is federally funded it is permissible to include the translation of research documents and the potential use of an interpreter as direct expense in a budget. Investigators should include these costs in their budgets.





Hospital Funds: The Committee on Clinical Investigation realizes that not all research is sponsored or some research has limited funding. For this reason the Hospital has 


established a fund to assist in paying for translation of research informed consent 


documents. There is a limited amount of funding; therefore the funding is limited to the translation of informed consent documents only. The Director of Clinical Research 


Compliance in consultation with the Committee on Clinical Investigation Chairperson is responsible for allocating the funds.
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