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· Make sure you have working smoke and carbon monoxide detectors; remember to change the batteries every 6 months.

· [image: image2.wmf]Do not leave pillows, blankets, or other loose items in your child’s crib while they are sleeping because this could lead to suffocation. 

· Keep all firearms locked and out of your child’s reach. Ammunition and firearms should be stored in two separate locations and the firearm should always be put away unloaded. 

· Use child-proof locks on doors, cabinets, toilets and windows to prevent your child from falling or getting into hazardous items.

· [image: image3.wmf]Cover all electrical plugs, especially with younger children.

· Block stairways when your child is learning to crawl and walk.

· Children, especially infants, should not use walkers.  The child is more mobile and can very easily fall down stairs, burn themselves on hot drinks, and get into things that are poisonous.

A Spanish version of this is available from your provider
Send comments or questions to: Familyed@childrens.harvard.edu









Top 5 Leading Causes of Unintentional Home Injuries for Children


1. Fire/Burns


2. Choking/Suffocation


3. Drowning


4. Firearm Injuries


5. Poisoning
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